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Message from the President
Dan Murray (dan@millerandmurray.com or 715-386-9655)
Fellow Lions,

I had the privilege this year to work with Lion Byron Dopkins Sr and
his wife Janet on the Christmas Sharing Families Program. It was a
wonderful experience. | also came to understand just how much time
and energy Byron and Janet have invested into this project for many,
many years. | really tip my cap to them for the many years they have
coordinated and run this project. Seeing Byron and Janet’s
commitment, devotion, and compassion made me proud to be a Lion
and thankful to be surrounded by such wonderful people.

| accompanied Byron and Janet to the River Falls Journal building to
drop off the gifts that our Club purchased and donated for the five
families we sponsored. As you know, the River Falls Journal
coordinates the collection and distribution of the gifts and food to
those families in special need. | will tell you that walking into the
Journal’s back warehouse area for the first time was a moving
experience that made me extra proud to be a Lion. There were tables
and tables set up to drop off the requested gifts. There was also an
area with bags and bags of groceries set to be delivered to the
families in need. | learned that the two main grocery stores in town
donated the food.

Again, it was Dick Reinhart, a fellow Lion, coming through and
helping others by providing the food to be distributed. Believe me,
the grocery donation was very substantial and | want to thank and
recognize Lion Dick Rinehart’s contributions to the Sharing Families
Program. The Sharing Families Program was a huge success, and |
thank everyone in our Club that donated their time, money, and
energy and made this Christmas season special for those families that
really needed our help!

Next, for anyone that has gone into hibernation and has not heard,
our biggest fundraiser, “THE TRAVEL PARTY,” is coming up on
January 31st. There is still time to sign up and it promises to be a
great time! To make this event a success, we really need to get all
100 raffle tickets sold. If you are signed up for the event, you are
automatically entered in the raffle. However, if you can’t make it,
please purchase a raffle ticket for $50 or get friends or family to
purchase a raffle ticket.
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Purchasing a raffle ticket gives you a shot at the Big Money,
$2,500 in cash prizes, and also really helps out this fundraiser.
WE NEED to sell about 30 more raffle tickets. Please do
what you can to help out. You can secure your spot at the
party by sending in $100 (per couple) or you can secure a
raffle ticket by sending $50 to River Falls Lions, c/o Bob
Casey at 494 Old Cemetery Rd. Roberts, WI, 54023 or just
drop it off for Bob at the River Falls Westconsin Credit Union.

Lastly, at the next meeting on January 20", we will be
discussing the current River Falls Lions Endowment Fund and
whether to revive this Fund or dissolve the current fund and
establish a new one. Either way, this is great exciting stuff! |
want to thank Lion Nate Jackson & Lion Byron Dopkins Jr for
taking the lead on this. An active Endowment/Long-Term
Charitable Fund assures that our Club will be able to do great
works and help others in need for generations to come!

As always, if you would like to discuss any of these projects,
please contact me. Remember: WE SERVE. Please try and
help with each and every project you can. Thanks.

In Lionism, Dan Murray

L to R: Nate Jackson & Dan Murray
A huge thank you to Nate Jackson for the $500 donation
to the River Falls Lions Club.

If we had no winter, the spring would not be so pleasant.

Upcoming Speakers

1/20: Club discussion regarding
the Endowment/Memorial Fund

2/3: Dan Randall, St. Croix
Habitat for Humanity

Upcoming Events

Travel Party 1 January 31:
Chair: Bob Casey

Committee: Todd Frisch, Warren
Kozitza, Mary Beth Williams, Craig
Nelson, Marlys Mueller, Rose Rude,
Mark Kornmann, Michael Stifter

Lions Anniversaries

Congratulations to all who are celebrating a

Lions Anniversary this month. A special
Thank You to those individuals who have
served over 45+ years!! Your dedication to
the Club and Community is greatly
appreciated!

January

Jack Cullen 19 Years
Jim Foster 50 Years
Mel Germanson 47 Years
George Hauser 13 Years
Warren Kozitza 3 Years
Wilson Mills 2 Years *
Peggy Obermueller 6 Years
Jim Parslow 6 Years
Judy Rommel 2 Years
Rod Rommel 13 Years
Bill Sazama 17 Years
Alan Stewart 56 Years
Deb Volkert 8 Years

* Associate Member




